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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )IE Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 March 2005 . 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 7i8 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 08 September 2003 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)l3 All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of the Amendment filed Marcli 29, 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burkart (6,439,903) in view of Hirasawa (6,250,552). 

Burkart teaches the following in regards to claims 1, 3, and 4: 

A tachograph 1 is installed in a vehicle. (Col. 5, lines 61-62). 

"The invention relates to a receptacle for data cards having a cardholder in which 
the data cards are guided and having locking means which are assigned to the 
cardholder and which can be activated by means of a data card when the data card is 
inserted into the receptacle, and having ejection means which can move a data card 
located in the read/write position into a removal position." (Col. 1, lines 5-11). 

Figure 1 shows a tachograph. The tachograph includes designated slots 9 and 
10, which permit access to the receptacles and which are provided for personal data 
cards assigned to drivers I and II. The slots 9 and 10 are provided, for the sake of 
easier insertion of data cards. The data cards are inserted into a read/write position. 

Figure 2 shows a receptacle 19, which consists essentially of a cardholder 20. 
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The closing element controls the input and output of the chip cards. The closing 
element (23) is automatically moved back into the closed position and so locked against 
pivoting. (See claim 5). 

The cardholder forms a pocket for the data cards and includes a control slide 21 
which is mounted on the cardholder 20. The cardholder also includes a release 
element which, could be for example, motor-operated. The receptacle 19 includes an 
ejection means. Specifically, the ejection means has two control slides 21 , tension 
springs 28 assigned thereto, two locking latches 22, and restoring springs 29 engaging 
thereon. 

The sequence when a data card 104 is inserted and output will be summarized 
once more below. The data card 104 is Inserted into one of the slots 9 or 10 in the front 
panel 2. The data card 104 is subsequently oriented and retained by the guide grooves 
30, 31 and the pressing-on limbs 85, 86 of the retaining spring 83. The outputting of the 
data card 1 04 is triggered by activating a pushbutton key and is carried out by pivoting 
the locking latch 22. After the control slide 21 has been released by the locking latch 
22, the tension spring 28 guides the control slide 21 back into the initial position 
predefined by the connecting part 24. At the same time as the control slide 21 is guided 
back, the data card 104 is pushed into the release position, the pressing-on limbs 85, 86 
of the retaining spring 83 performing a braking function. (See column 6). 

Burkart teaches the following in regards to claim 2: 
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The closing element controls the input and output of the chip cards. The closing 
element (23) is automatically moved back into the closed position and so locked against 
pivoting. (See claim 5). 

The cardholder also includes a release element which, could be for example, 
motor-operated. (See column 3, lines 49-55). 

As shown in figure 4, the transfer path is longer that the length of the data card 
120. There are indicators (switches) used to designate when the data card Is fully 
inserted and when the data card is being ejected. When the data card is being ejected, 
the contact signals are disconnected. 

In regards to claims 5 and 6, Burkart teaches the cardholder including a control 
slide mounted thereon in such a way that the control slide can be displaced relative to 
the cardholder data card being inserted and removed. The control slide includes the 
contacts used for reading and writing to the data card. 

Burkart teaches the following in regards to claim 7: 

The tension springs 28, which make contact with the data card are lowered and 
raised by the force provided within. Tension springs 28 are shown in figure 4 to be at 
right angles to the data card 104. 

Burkart fails to specifically teach a park position wherein the read/write contacts 
are disconnected from the chip card. 

Hirasawa teaches the following in regards to claims 1-7: 

"To complete reading/writing data and to eject card 21 , motor 3 is rotated 
reversely. Now when card 21 is ejected, coil spring 165 works in returning direction of 
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arm 62. The load torque which second output gear 58 receives becomes significantly 
smaller than that which first output gear 57 does. Therefore, the reversed rotational 
force is transmitted to contact block moving means 60 side via second output gear 58. 
Before card 21 ejection process begins, IC contact block 61 is moved to the retreat 
position first." (Col. 13, lines 4-12). 

In view of Hirasawa's teachings, it would have been obvious to an artisan of 
ordinary skill In the art at the time the invention was made to disconnect the card from 
the reader/writer contacts once the reading/writing cycle is completed and before the 
card is withdrawn from the reader/writer as taught by Hirasawa. The time between the 
disconnection and the release of the card can be considered a park position wherein the 
chip card is disconnected from the read/write contacts. One would be motivated to 
"park" the chip card before the card is removed in order to ensure that the card is 
completely disconnected from the read/write contacts. This prevents a card from being 
removed while still communicating with the reader/writer, which could cause a problem 
to either the chip card or the reader/writer. 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Burkart 
(6,439,903) in combination with Hirasawa (6,250,552) in further view of Shima et al 
(5,331,144). 

Burkart's teachings in combination with the teachings of Hirasawa are discussed 
above. Burkart teaches using an actuator. (See column 6, lines 1-9). The combination 
of the teachings however fail to teach the actuator being an electromagnet actuator. 

Shinna et al teaches the following in regards to claim 8: 
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Claim 9 discloses, a card reader-writer, wherein an urging means includes an 
actuator having an electromagnet. 

In view of Shima et al's teachings, it would have been obvious to an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use an electromagnet 
actuator to connect to the free ends of the spring contacts. One would be motivated to 
use an electromagnet actuator for the reason that electromagnet actuators are 
relatively small and in comparison with motorized actuators, the electromagnet actuator 
provides such an advantage that the structure of the electromagnet actuator is 
significantly simpler and it performs the control operations and sequences considerably 
faster than the motorized actuator. The magnet actuator also provides such an 
advantage that the electromagnet armature moves quite freely. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The current amendment added the limitation 
of a park position, wherein the read/write contacts are disconnected form the chip card. 
The newly cited prior art, Hirasawa clearly teaches this limitation. "Before card 21 
ejection process begins, IC contact block 61 is moved to the retreat position first." 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fronn the nnailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allyson N. Trail whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2406. The examiner can normally be reached between the hours of 7:30AM to 4:00PM 
Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee, can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for this Group is (703) 872-9306. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those 
under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the 
applicant and should be addressed to [allyson.trail@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. 
PTO employees do not engage In Internet communications where there exists a 
possibility that sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 
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U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published 
in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 OG 
89. 



Allyson N. Trail a K a /r 

Patent Examiner ffi^lZ 

ArtUnit2876 StSSSKS. 
June 1 , 2005 



